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20,000 Yazidis, Christians Saved, 
Dozens of ISIS Militants Killed by 
U.S. Military 

Top Muslim Leaders Across Globe Find ISIS 
Extremist to Be Corrupt and a Danger to Islam 

Stop Unjust 
Aggressor’ ISIS: 

Pope Francis is Calling for Justice and 
Peace-not a ‘Crusade’

Tens of thousands of Yazidis and 
Christians have been saved as U.S. 

forces continue to attack ISIS targets 
in Iraq Saturday, and Kurdish forces, 
who control the northern region 
where the militants are being fought, 
say American military is “crucial” to 
defeating the terrorist group. On 
Sunday, the U.S. military carried out a 
new wave of airstrikes against militant 
targets in Iraq, successfully striking five 
targets within five hours. According to 
Iraqi officials, airstrikes Saturday killed 
16 ISIS fighters, and an Iraqi airstrike in 
Sinjar killed an additional 45 ISIS fight-
ers, Iraq state media reported. Air-
strikes also targeted Islamic militants 
near the town of Makhmur near Ar-

NEW DELHI: With Japan 
committing to fund bul-
let trains, the dream 
of running high-speed 
trains on Indian tracks is 
now a step closer. 
PM Narendra Modi’s 
dream project got a 
big push after Japan 
expressed readiness to 
provide financial, tech-
nical and operational 
support to introduce 
bullet trains in India in a 
joint statement. 
The first high-speed 
train is expected to run 

The insurgent group 
Islamic State of Iraq 

and Levant (ISIL) or ISIS 
is not only viewed by 
the US Government and 
most Christians as a ter-
rible organization, but it 
is also drawing strong ill 
will from people within 
the Muslim communi-
ty.   Yesterday, Egypt’s 
top religious authority 
condemned the armed 
group which has forcibly 

Pope Francis recently came under fire for 
comments he made regarding violence 

against religious minorities Iraq and the U.S. 
government’s decision to authorize airstrikes 
aimed at stopping the Islamic State of Iraq 
and Syria (ISIS).

“In these cases where there is an unjust 
aggression, I can only say this: It is licit to stop 
the unjust aggressor. I underline the verb: 
stop. I do not say bomb, make war, I say stop 
by some means. With what means can they 
be stopped? These have to be evaluated. To 
stop the unjust aggressor is licit,” the Pope 
stated.

“One nation alone cannot judge how to 
stop an unjust aggressor,” Francis concluded. 
“After the Second World War there was the 
idea of the United Nations. It is there that 
this should be discussed. Is there an unjust 
aggressor? It would seem there is. How do 
we stop him? Only that, nothing more.”

taken over large parts of 
Iraq and Syria and com-
mitted terrible crimes 
and atrocities along the 
way. “An extremist and 

bloody group such as 
this poses a danger to 
Islam and Muslims, tar-
nishing its image as well 
as shedding blood and 
spreading corruption,” 
said Grand Mufti Shawqi 
Allam, Egypt’s most in-
fluential Muslim cleric, 
the state news agency 
MENA reported. He de-
scribing the group as a 
corrupt, extremist or-
ganization that is dam-
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aging Islam. Allam’s view 
represents the opinion 
of Al-Azhar, one of the 
world’s oldest seats of 
Muslim learning, which 
influences the opinions 
of Muslims worldwide, 
and came as the Vatican 
called on Muslim reli-
gious leaders to take a 
“clear and courageous 
stance” and condemn 
the  “unspeakable crimi-

between Ahmedabad 
and Mumbai at an esti-
mated cost of around Rs 
60,000-70,000 crores. 
As Japan is a pioneer 
in running superfast 
trains, the agreement is 
expected to help Modi 
achieve his dream of 
a bullet train for India 
running at a maximum 
of 300 km per hour. 
“Lauding PM Modi’s vi-
sion for development of 
world class infrastruc-
ture in India, including 

WASHINGTON: US president Barack Obama 
condemned Monday the “senseless” murder 
of three Israeli teenagers and warned against 
actions that could further “destabilize” the 
situation, amid threats of retaliation against 
Hamas.
“The United States condemns in the strongest 

Freelance journalist Steven 
Sotloff is seen in a video released 
by SITE Intelligence Group, which 
shows an ISIS terrorist beheading 
the American in a warning to 
the Obama administration. The 
State Department said Tuesday, 
Sept. 2, 2014, that it has yet to 

bil, the capital of the semi-
autonomous Kurdish region 
in northern Iraq and home to 

a U.S. consulate and U.S.-Iraqi joint 
military operations center.

ISIS Video Shows Beheading of 
American Journalist Steven Sotloff

Obama condemns ‘senseless’  
murder of Israeli teens

confirm the authenticity of the 
video, which the Islamic State is 
calling the “Second Warning to 
America.”

The Islamic State has 
beheaded Steven J. Sotloff, an 
American journalist held hostage 
by the terrorist organization.

A video posted online Tuesday 
purportedly shows Sotloff, 
dressed in an orange jumpsuit, 
being executed by a masked ISIS 
member clad in black.

he family of Sotloff made a 
statement via a spokesmen that 
they believe the video of his 
beheading to be authentic.

“The family knows of this 
horrific tragedy and is grieving 
privately. There will be no public 
comment from the family during 
this difficult time,” stated the 
spokesman.

For its part, the White House 
and the State Department have 
not officially confirmed the 
authenticity of the online video.

Concentrated in Northern 
Iraq and Syria, ISIS was created 
last year from the al Qaida 
affiliate, al Qaida in Iraq.

Over the past few months it 
has garnered a reputation for 
violence and atrocity, as well 
as condemnations from many 
Muslim leaders across the Islamic 
world.

Special Correspondent

possible terms this senseless act of terror against 
innocent youth,” Obama said in a written state-
ment.
The president expressed “deepest and heartfelt 
condolences” to the families of Eyal Yifrach, Gilad 
Shaar and Naftali Fraenkel, who was a dual Israeli-
American citizen.
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State Department spokeswoman Jen Psaki said 
that the government will work as quickly as possible 
to verify the video’s authenticity.

“The intelligence community will work as quickly 
as possible to determine its authenticity. If the video 
is genuine, we are sickened by this brutal act taking 
the life of another innocent American citizen. Our 
hearts go out to the Sotloff family,” stated Psaki.

Chinese Government Wants 
To Control, Nationalize 
Christian Theology
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According to CNN, a 
rescue effort Sunday 
has freed 20,000 of the 
Yazidi refugees trapped 
in the Sinjar mountains 
in northern Iraq and 
surrounded by ISIS forc-
es. However, thousands 
remain stranded with 
limited food and water 

supplies. Most of the 
women taken captive by 
ISIS are below the age of 
35 and are being held in 
schools in the city of Mo-
sul. About 50,000 other 
Yazidis, half of them 
children and who were 
earlier forced to flee to 
the north-west region 

20,000 Yazidis, Christians Saved...

Top Muslim Leaders Across Globe Find 
nal acts” being charged 
against the group. 

Egyptian media re-
ports said Allam also 
expressed his objection 
to the “widespread er-
ror” in referring to the 
group as “the Islamic 
State,” its new name, 
because, according to 
Allam, it violates both 
long-established prin-
ciples of Shariah and the 
contemporary founda-

tions of humanitarian 
law, according to the 
Lebanon Daily Star.   The 
ISIL has declared a Mus-
lim caliphate in the ter-
ritory it has captured 
in Iraq and Syria, and 
named Abu Bakr al-
Baghdadi as the Caliph, 
or political successor to 
Muhammad. According 
to the BBC, al-Baghdadi 
is a mysterious figure, 
but it is believed he was 

born in Samarra, north 
of Baghdad, in 1971 and 
found his start in the in-
surgency that erupted 
in Iraq soon after the 
2003 US-led invasion. 
In 2010 he emerged as 
a top battlefield com-
mander for al-Qaeda in 
Iraq, one of the groups 
that later became ISIL.   
SInce then, even Al-
Qaeda has distanced it-
self from the ISIL. It sees 

all Shi’ite Muslims, Chris-
tians, Yazidis, or any 
other religious group 
that do not strictly line 
up with hard line Sunni 
teachings as Heretics, 
and brags about killing 
people. The group is 
known for burying peo-
ple alive, torturing them,  
and also taking women 
and Children as slaves, if 
they don not rape, and 
kill them first. 

The Chinese govern-
ment continues to 

impose restrictions of 
religious freedoms with-
in the country, most re-
cently announcing it will 
make every effort to 
nationalize Christianity. 
“The construction of 
Chinese Christian theol-
ogy should adapt to Chi-
na’s national condition 
and integrate with Chi-
nese culture,” Chinese 
state media quoted 
Wang Zuoan, director 
of the State Administra-
tion for Religious Affairs. 
The move “will provide 
theological guidance 
for church rostrums in 
China and will promote 
the positive and correct 
theological thinking with 

a range of publications, 
exchanges, discussions 
and evangelism,” reports 
the China Daily according 
to the Associated Press. 
“This will encourage more 
believers to make contri-
butions to the country’s 
harmonious social prog-

ress, cultural prosperity and economic develop-
ment,” explained Gu Mengfei, deputy secretary-
general of the Three-Self Patriotic Movement - a 
state-sanctioned umbrella organization for Prote-
stant churches
A crane winches a large red cross from one of 
three domes on the Guantou church in Wenzhou. 
The Chinese government has ordered the demoli-
tion of multiple churches around the country.
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with death threats, also 
remain trapped in Sin-
jar. Some Iraqi Yazidis 
Refugees Survive Mt. 
Sinjar Exodus After US 
Airstrikes  On Sunday, 
Iraqi Ministry of Hu-
man Rights spokesman 
Kamil Amin said it was 
possible that as many 

as 500 Yazidis had been 
killed. The ministry had 
also heard reports that 
some had possibly been 
buried alive. The U.S. 
military made a fourth 
airdrop of food and wa-
ter to Iraqis stranded on 
Mount Sinjar on Sunday 
night, according to U.S. 
Central Command.

high-speed railway system, PM 
Abe expressed his hope that In-
dia could introduce Shinkansen 
system for the Ahmedabad-
Mumbai route,” said the state-
ment. 
Railways officials associated 

with the ambitious project 
were enthused at the devel-
opments. “This is a very posi-
tive statement. Japan agreed 
to provide financial, technical 
and operation support,” said a 
senior official. 

The killing of Sotloff comes two weeks after ISIS 
beheaded another American journalist, James Foley, 
placing the footage online as with the latest video.

Both killings were done by ISIS in response to 
the United States launching airstrikes against 
the terrorist group in an effort to stop 
the organization from attacking religious 
minorities and Americans in Iraq.
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A pAnhAndlers 

pleA!

“You yourselves are our letter, written on our hearts, known 
and read by everybody. You show that you are letter from 
Christ, the result of our ministry, written not with ink but with 
the spirit of the Living God, not on tablets of stone but on 
tablets of human hearts,” 2 Cor. 3:2-3

Living transformed lives is a testimony of God’s power and grace. 
Many of us have heard people share their amazing life stories of 
how they met Jesus, and some of us may in turn have come to 
know Jesus ourselves through hearing that story. For Apostle Paul, 
there is no doubt that he and the other early workers in the church 
had hard times, which would have caused discouragement. To hear 
about and see the work of Jesus in the people at the church at 
Corinth was a message of hope for Paul, as it displayed the evidence 
of God working in their lives. We can also make sure we are ready to 
tell people about Jesus, and part of that can include displaying what 
we believe. For us this is where I AM A MESSAGE comes in.
There is an old saying and it goes something like this: you are the 
only Bible unbelievers read. Just as our lives can display a good 
message about our faith, they can also display a negative message. 
As a Christian, it is important that we take time to reflect on our 
words, attitudes and actions regularly and ask ourselves what kind 
of message we send out to our unsaved friends and families. We 
all know of people who live hypocritical lives and full of double 
standards. We are blessed in many ways, yet we hesitate to share 
how blessed we are as Christians and give our testimony. We tell 
ourselves we do not need to, because our actions alone are enough. 
It is important we let people know we are Christians and tell them 
our message - then we can go on living that message out. Otherwise, 
how will others know that our good actions are because of Jesus? 

A 19-year-old woman stands at an 
intersection corner in Oklahoma City 

with a sign in her hand declaring one 
phrase; “I am too ugly to prostitute”. 
Some notice her, some don’t. Some look 
on her to ascertain whether or not she is 
that ugly. Soon the signals turns to green 
and people pass her with self-pity and a 
negative attitude. When my friend Sujith 
Mathew Jacob, a social worker, shared this 
heartfelt story, I almost cried. 

When my friend stopped at the red 
signal, he noticed this young woman, who 
was trying to find somebody to help her 
survive. She was broken. She looks weary, 
depressed and hopeless with low self-
esteem. She was just trying to survive 
that day. Her life was almost stuck in that 
intercession. She does not know about her 
self-worth and inner beauty. She has lost 
herself and has forgotten how valuable 
and precious she is in sight of God. Nobody 
knows who she is; her identity to the public 
as an ugly, poor woman, because that is 
how she portrays herself.

Often, people feel insecure and struggle 
with their value and identity when they fall. 
Many of us have wandered in an intersection 
of life with too much confusion. Once we 
fail in life, there are chances to take the 
wrong way unless somebody comes and 
intervenes in our life. It’s easy for all of 
us to fall and lose direction in life at some 
point. Countless times, we are stuck at one 

point or wait too long to get a different 
direction in life. Sometimes our lives 
goes according to plan and other times 
our dreams are shattered.It’s so hard to 
respond to questions about self-identity 
and self-value at the downfall of life.

Two things I wanted to narrate here 
are our self-worth and identity and the 
community responsibility of coming out 
from the conventional to reach out to 
these downtrodden and help them find 
their value in life. We rush to judge and 
condemn these people, which only adds 
more pain to their wounds.

Every person has a chance to take the 
right direction; however, some don’t take 
these opportunities and only realize their 
bad choices later in life. Some people 
struggle to leave the old ways behind.

It reminds me a story in the Bible about 
a Good Samaritan. A Jewish traveler is 
robbed and beaten on a journey and left 
to die on the sideof the road. A priest 
walks by him but does not stop to help; a 
Pharisee also sees him, yet does not have 
compassion. Finally a Samaritan, usually 
despised by Jews, does stop and help 
the man, even taking him to an inn and 
paying for him to receive care.This story 
shows us how to be a good example to 
our neighbors.

Many times we are reluctant in life to 
help people who are fallen or accept 

them. Every individual has a story and 
every story is unique. We are often stinted 
in an act of kindness and action. 

My friend went home and drove back to 
the same intersection with his wife after 
an hour. The woman still stands there with 
the signpost. She looks tired and has fear 
in her eyes. They stepped out of the car 
and invited her to dinner. She was relished 
with that invitation and her face moves 
with joy. After dinner, they took her to a 
motel where she was able to bathe and 
sleep soundly. They offered help to take 
her to a rescue mission where she could 
get a new start. She was reluctant to go. 
But the next morning, my friend received 
a phone call from her. She thanked him 
and asked him to take her to the rescue 
mission so she could start a new life. 

She ceased to be a panhandler since that day. 
She identified her beauty, self worth and a 
realistic appraisal on herself so that she 
could say, “I have some good qualities, 
I am no longer rejected; I am a person 
of worth and value and I can take the 
way of making better choices in life.” 
How many of us can persuade others to 
understand their self worth and value 
when they cross our paths?

Not all of us are storytellers, but we 
definitely can rewrite the stories of 
others we see in our life journey with a 
little kindness and action. 

Ingredients:-
To make the Meat masala powder 
Bowl -1 Roast and Grind 
Kashmiri Chili powder 2 tablespoon 
Coriander seeds – 4 tablespoon 
Black Peppercorns – 1 teaspoon 
Cinnamon - 2 small sticks 
Cardamom - 5 
Cloves - 6 
Star anise - 2 
Bay leaves - 1 
Fennel seeds - 1/2 teaspoon 
Turmeric powder – 1/2 teaspoon

To pressure cook 
Beef – 1 kg 
Salt to taste 
Masala powder – half of of the recipe above

To Simmer and roast 
Shallots chopped – 1 cup 
Garlic chopped – 4-5 cloves 
Ginger chopped – a small piece 
Green chili chopped – 3 
Coconut cuts – 1/4 cup 
Salt to taste 
Curry Leaves 
Oil

Method:-
Heat a small pan and add all the ingredients in the section to make meat masala powder, 
except turmeric powder.Dry roast it for 4-5 minutes on a medium steady flame, until 
aromatic and brown. Switch off the heat and add turmeric powder. Grind it to a coarse 
powder in a coffee grinder. This will give you about 5-6 tablespoon of meat masala. Clean 
and cut the beef into medium cubes and marinate it with half of the prepared masala 
powder (around 2.5 – 3 table spoon ) , salt to taste and curry leaves. Pressure-cook it for 
3-4 whistles. Heat oil in a heavy bottomed cooking pan and add curry leaves and coco-
nut cuts. Fry for 3-4 minutes and add onion. Saute for 7-8 minutes; add crushed ginger, 
garlic and green chilies. Saute till they start to turn brown. Add the remaining masala 
powder and fry for a minute or two. Add the cooked beef along with cooking liquid if 
any and simmer until it is dry.
Turn the flame to medium and saute, stirring often and scrape the bottom of the pan 
to prevent from sticking, until it turns dark and dry. Serve warm

Sherry K. George MSW, APSW 
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I also gave them this command: Obey me, and I 
will be your God and you will be my people. Do all 

that I command so that good things will happen 
to you.

Do you remember the day you were saved? 
How did you feel? What motivated you? Why did 
you decide that this was the path for you? How did 
you finally find salvation? Remember your relief 
in knowing your sins was forgiven and you would 

never have to face life’s challenges alone. Remem-
ber the love you felt from those around you, the 
acceptance, and the power of the moment. Re-
capture those feelings and those reasons again. 

Somewhere along the way, you may have grad-
ually, unintentionally lost your focus. You became 
passive and uninterested, putting your energy into 
worldly interest and daily problems. Yes, you called 
on Him during times of real trouble, but not daily. 
You occasionally go to church and make an appear-

Arlene Price
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ance. Your enthusiasm has become excuses. You 
devotion has become practically non-existent, but 
yet you call yourself a “Christian” when asked. You 
think you are bound for Heaven, so why do any-
thing more.

Today, dare to be the Christian you ask God 
to make you the day you were saved. Ask Him to 
renew in you your passion and to reveal to you 
your purpose. Look for ways to help the needy, 
the lost, and the poor in your community or in 
the world. Think big even if you do small things at 
first. Dream big knowing there is no limit what God 
can do through you and focus on God at all times. 
Remember to be a Christian is to be “Christ-like” 
not “Man-Like” or” Woman-Like.” It is to be so much 
more than what you thought you could ever be! 
You cannot be too busy for God, get busy helping 
God and He will get busy helping you!

He will take those problems that take up your 
time and solve them. Meanwhile, you must put 
your focus on doing his work and not those prob-
lems. Release them to Him so you might be re-
leased. Why would you want to be the prisoner of 
the world around you when you have the opportu-
nity to be so much more? You have talents, love, 
skills, knowledge that is needed by your church and 
your community. The more you give of yourself 
the more your receive from Him….more blessings, 
more time, more love, more money, more every-
thing. You are provided for and taken care of when 
you stop holding back what He has given you to 
give to others.

If you are afraid you will not have time for 
fun or just cannot have fun while being a Chris-
tian well, I’m here to tell you how wrong you are in 
that way of thinking. Some of the most precious, 
fun, memorable moments are those when I knew I 
was doing what God wanted me to do… not what I 

wanted to do. You have so much to offer. You do! 
You have love, mercy, and knowledge. Be creative 
and use whatever you have, even if it is just a smile 
or a helping hand.
Here is your challenge:

Dare to give of yourself before you give to 
yourself.

are to look for the needy, poor, and lost around 
you. Pray you will be led to them, so you can help 
them.

Dare to let go of your problems. Let God handle 
them, so you will be free to handle what He has 
planned for you.

Dare to spread His word, so all the people you 
encounter know the wonders he has bestowed 
upon you.

Dare to praise Him for all you have, for all you 
are able to do, and for all you can do for Him.

Dare to stop complaining, making excuses and 
blaming instead stand up and accept responsibil-
ity for what God has in store for you to do. Ask 
Him for guidance, support, and go forward with 
confidence.

Dare to learn your bible by reading a chapter 
per day and studying its meaning. Do not just read 
it. Apply it and share with others.

Dare to pray for all those who need his heal-
ing, salvation and guidance. Watch in awe as those 
prayers are answered. It is truly incredible!

Dare to put the “Christ” back into being a “Chris-
tian” and then the next time someone ask if you 
are a Christian you can say “yes” with confidence. 
Live “Christ-Like” because you are walking the walk 
and talking the talk.

So move into action and dare to save yourself 
and be a real Christian!




